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A Study on Space and Time View of the Universe of
Northern Ethnic Minorities

Narenbilige

( Institute of Grassland Culture Inner Mongolia Academy of Social Sciences Hohhot Inner Mongolia 010010)

Abstract The initial cognition of things of ethnic minorities in Northern China was formed through
their observation and understanding of the universe. And at the same time in the process of experiencing time
and space they gradually developed a perception and empirical “think tank” embodying explanations of the
origin and formation of the universe. Based on their primitive belief mythology and epics their simple
concept of philosophy reflected their religious belief. Their space and time view of the universe is characterized
with the cognition of a binary dialectical unity between the sky and the earth black and white female and
male good and evil god and devil and man and god and their cognitive structure contains the dialectical
unity of “splitting one into two” and the solid space of “three dimensional integration” of “heaven earth and
man”. Their value orientation is based on a digital culture from which derived the ecological nomadic way of
life with three social elements of “man grassland and livestock” in harmony.

Key words space and time view of the universe; digital culture; value orientation; ecological

nomadic way of life
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